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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
A student of the Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad, writes:
"What concrete form ought religious instruction to take in the
Vidyapith ? "
To me religion means truth and ahimsa or rather truth
alone, because truth includes ahimsa, ahimsa being the neces-
sary and indispensable means for its discovery. Therefore, any-
thing that promotes the practice of these virtues is a means for
imparting religious education and the best way to do this, in
my opinion, is for the teachers rigorously to practise these vir-
tues in their own person. Their very association with the boys,
whether on the playground or in the class room, will then give
the pupils a fine training in these fundamental virtues.
So much for instruction in the universal essentials of reli-
gion. A curriculum of religious instruction should include a
study of the tenets of faiths other than one's own. For this pur-
pose the students should be trained to cultivate the habit of
understanding and appreciating the doctrines of various great
religions of the world in a spirit of reverence and broad-minded
tolerance. This if properly done would help to give them a spiri-
tual assurance and a better appreciation of their own religion.
There is one rule, however, which should always be kept in
mind while studying all great religions and that is that one
should study them only through the writings of known votaries
of the respective religions. For instance, if one wants to study
the Bhagavata one should do so not through a translation of it
made by a hostile critic but one prepared by a lover of the
Bhagavata. Similarly to study the Bible one should study it
through the commentaries of devoted Christians. This study of
other religions besides one's own will give one a grasp of the
rock-bottom unity of all religions and afford a glimpse also of
that universal and absolute truth which lies beyond the ' dust
of creeds and faiths'.
Let no one % even for a moment entertain the fear that a
reverent study of other religions is likely to weaken or shake
one's faith in one's own. The Hindu system of philosophy
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